1 Safe Climate Newsletter 17: mailed 21 October 2014
Hello 
Here’s the October newsletter. 

Do let me know if you:

. Would like this newsletter to publicise something 

. See some news suitable for this newsletter, or 

. Have any suggestions for future newsletters, or

. Like or dislike some aspect of the newsletter

Regards Andrew 
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3 Global

3.1 Obama Climate Summit 2014

For all the immediate challenges that we gather to address this week -- terrorism, instability, inequality, disease, there’s one issue that will define the contours of this century more dramatically than any other, and that is the urgent and growing threat of a changing climate. ... Our understanding of climate change has advanced - both in the deepening science that says this once-distant threat has moved “firmly into the present,” and into the sting of more frequent extreme weather events that show us exactly what these changes may mean for future generations.  No nation is immune.  In America, the past decade has been our hottest on record.  Along our eastern coast, the city of Miami now floods at high tide.  In our west, wildfire season now stretches most of the year.  In our heartland, farms have been parched by the worst drought in generations, and drenched by the wettest spring in our history.  A hurricane left parts of this great city [New York] dark and underwater.  And some nations already live with far worse.  Worldwide, this summer was the hottest ever recorded -- with global carbon emissions still on the rise. So the climate is changing faster than our efforts to address it.  The alarm bells keep ringing.  Our citizens keep marching.  We cannot pretend we do not hear them.  We have to answer the call.  We know what we have to do to avoid irreparable harm.  We have to cut carbon pollution in our own countries to prevent the worst effects of climate change.  We have to adapt to the impacts that, unfortunately, we can no longer avoid.  And we have to work together as a global community to tackle this global threat before it is too late.  We cannot condemn our children, and their children, to a future that is beyond their capacity to repair.  Not when we have the means -- the technological innovation and the scientific imagination -- to begin the work of repairing it right now. ... and more

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/09/23/remarks-president-un-climate-change-summit 

3.2 NASA: Hottest August Globally Since Records Began In 1880
Last month was the warmest August globally since records began being kept in 1880, NASA reported Monday. The globe just keeps warming. Over West Antarctica, however, it was so hot NASA had to add the colour brown to cover the 4°C to 8°C (7°F to over 14°F!) anomalous warmth. Significantly, this August record occurred despite the fact we’re still waiting for the start of El Niño. It is usually the combination of the underlying long-term warming trend and the regional El Niño warming pattern that leads to new global temperature records.

http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2014/09/15/3567464/nasa-hottest-august/ 

3.3 International aviation and shipping emissions 

The expanding aviation and shipping sector ... where more people are enjoying air travel and buying goods conveyed by ships is problematic.  They are international industries ... and the fastest growing source of emissions while other sectors such as road vehicles and power stations are slowing down. Emission trading schemes only cover domestic routes and don’t apply to long-haul trips. 
http://www.standard.net.au/story/2340206/emissions-expert-points-finger-at-jets-ships/?cs=4162
3.4 Record high CO2 emissions in 2013

Humanity pumped 36 billion tonnes of CO2 into the atmosphere from burning fossil fuels and making cement in 2013 – an all-time high.
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Chart: Carbon dioxide emissions from world’s top four regions from 1960 to 2013. Image: Global Carbon Project Photograph: Global Carbon Project 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/planet-oz/2014/sep/24/record-year-for-fossil-fuel-emissions-declared-pushes-carbon-budget-to-the-brink 

http://www.earth-system-science-data.net/news_and_press/2014-09-21_global-carbon-budget-2014.html 

4 Great Barrier Reef

4.1 Great Barrier Reef Health Decline
The skeleton hand of ocean acidification has been found at work near one of Australia's most exotic tropical destinations, Lizard Island on the Great Barrier Reef. Scientists surveying a reef flat just south of the resort island of Lizard Island, on the Great Barrier Reef off Cooktown, have measured a near 40 per cent decline in deposition of the vital building block for healthy coral, calcium carbonate. ... The results were published in a study this week that compared calcification rates in 2008-09 with an original survey in 1975-76. ... The fall, detected by a team from Israel's Hebrew University, underscores the need for rapid action to arrest ocean acidification caused by climate change ... At the Lizard Island reef, acidification effects were detected across the whole coral community surveyed. 
http://newsstore.fairfax.com.au/apps/viewDocument.ac;jsessionid=4C5ED9C1620AB9E1702789B05A59AA4E?sy=afr&pb=all_ffx&dt=selectRange&dr=1month&so=relevance&sf=text&sf=headline&rc=10&rm=200&sp=brs&cls=19021&clsPage=1&docID=AGE141004FN7G6KDR091
Climate change affects coral via bleaching and increasing acidity

http://www.teachoceanscience.net/teaching_resources/education_modules/coral_reefs_and_climate_change/how_does_climate_change_affect_coral_reefs/
4.2 Great Barrier Reef Authority budget slash

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority whose job is to protect Australia's most stunning and iconic natural wonder has had its budget cut and is slashing 17 staff including five senior directors.

http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2014/s4101591.htm
4.3 Concerns at Barrier Reef contractor's record
The billionaire Indian magnate planning to ship millions of tonnes of coal through the Great Barrier Reef is facing accusations of massive exploitation of his Indian workforce - including underpayments and exposing them to cholera.
http://www.theage.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/concerns-at-barrier-reef-contractors-humanitarian-environment-record-20140904-10cgxk.html
5 Government: Capitalism & Democracy 
5.1 Capitalism verses the climate: Naomi Klein

The dangers of climate change demand radical action now to ward off catastrophe. ... It is capitalism, not carbon, that is at the root of climate change, inexorably driving us toward an environmental Armageddon in the pursuit of profit. This Changes Everything: Capitalism verses the climate is well worth a read (or two) in full, but we’ve distilled some of its key points here.

http://inthesetimes.com/article/17079/this_changes_everything_naomi_klein_lessons
5.2 Should democracy be abandoned to respond to climate?
Some have argued that the crisis associated with climate change puts the world on war footing and that democracy should be abandoned in order to rapidly address the situation. ... While not advocating for centralised government, Professor Ross Garnaut argued last week that recent shifts in the Chinese economy away from a coal-dominated growth model "improves the chances of the international community meeting the two-degrees climate target." By contrast, Western democracies have responded to the growing consensus amongst climate scientists by increasing emissions. For example, after the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change was established in 1992 emissions increased by 36 per cent by 2008 (pdf). ... 

Western democracies are best described as a plutocracy (a rule by moneyed interests) in which some of the formal elements of democracy remain.

http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2014/09/05/4081208.htm
6 Australian politics

6.1 Abbott's chance: Xenophon’s trading scheme

Amendments circulated by Independent South Australian senator Nick Xenophon offer the government the chance to build Direct Action as the foundation of a baseline and credit emissions reduction scheme; one that can give Australia flexibility to meet any future international agreements to cut pollution. ... Crucially, the amendments introduce a penalty for those emitters who don't meet their individual pollution reduction goals through new technology, methods or energy sources. Those penalties can be paid by buying the international permits and, potentially in future, permits earned by Australian emitters who exceed their pollution-cutting goals. Those goals can be raised - or the baselines lowered - when Australia has to meet tougher global emission reductions targets. And when the permits are traded, Australia has a largely self-funded Clayton's emissions trading scheme.

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/tony-abbotts-chance-to-get-real-on-climate-solutions-20141016-116xby.html
6.2 Is Federal government aiming to cut energy labelling

The federal government has quietly initiated a low key, unscheduled review into Australia’s national appliance energy efficiency standards. The Equipment Energy Efficiency (E3) Program is a joint initiative of the Commonwealth, state and territory governments and the New Zealand Government. Improving the energy efficiency of appliances and products has significant economic and environmental benefits for Australia and New Zealand. It reduces greenhouse gas emissions and energy demand in both countries. It also reduces the running costs of appliances and products for households and businesses. The E3 program includes energy labelling and minimum energy performance standards ... . It covers obvious consumer products such as fridges, dishwashers, air-conditioners, televisions and computers, but also other equipment such as lighting, pool pumps and commercial refrigeration. 
http://www.businessspectator.com.au/article/2014/10/10/policy-politics/australias-gem-climate-policy-may-be-risk
6.3 Renewable Energy Target (RET) and Labor

Hopes of a bipartisan accord to break an impasse over the renewable energy target have dimmed, with Labor saying it won't be a party to a broken election promise by the government. The stance comes as a new report showed Australia leading the world over the past two years in achieving economic growth while shrinking greenhouse gas emissions – a standing now at risk without a price on carbon and uncertainty all but halting new investment in large-scale renewable energy. Mark Butler, Labor's climate change spokesman, said ... "The Abbott government shattered any notion of bipartisanship on the RET when it walked away from its election commitment to keep the existing 41,000 [gigawatt-hour of renewable electricity] by 2020 target," 

http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/labor-rejects-tony-abbotts-renewable-energy-olive-branch-20140908-10drj1.html 

6.4 RET: Last Australian solar panel manufacturer at risk

The sole surviving manufacturer of solar panels in Australia has delivered a broadside against the expert review which last week recommended dumping or scaling back Australia's renewable energy target (RET). Richard Inwood, Group General Manager for Tindo Solar, says the Warburton RET review panel showed little genuine interest when it visited the $6 million state-of-the-art solar plant on what appeared to be a 'box-ticking exercise'. Tindo Solar says it was on track to generate 600 jobs by securing just 20% of Australia's $1.2 billion solar panel market. But Richard Inwood says those jobs and growth plans are now under serious threat.

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/last-australian-solar-panel-manufacturer-at-risk/5712092
7 Impacts of climate change
7.1 Shepparton farmer bulldozes 10,000 peach trees

For 50 years I have grown fruit at Bunbartha, north of Shepparton. A couple of years ago, though, after years of drought, and after spending the better part of my life farming, I had to bulldoze my 10,000 peach trees ... The thing is, the frequency and severity of the extreme weather we used to see, were nothing compared to what we've seen in the past decade or so. Everything from hot spells that the irrigation just can't handle, with huge evaporation rates, to relentless frosts and floods. ... Fact is, we no longer have the right patterns for growth. [And this is near Shepparton an area renown for peaches]

http://www.theage.com.au/comment/climate-change-why-i-had-to-bulldoze-10000-peach-trees-20140922-10k85q.html
7.2 Climate change leaves damselfish in distress

A breed of tropical Australian fish is not coping with rising carbon dioxide levels in the ocean. ... The damselfish lose their ability to recognise threats, including the smells of predators when exposed to higher levels of carbon dioxide -  and will even become attracted to them instead. 
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/climate-change-leaves-damselfish-in-distress-20141005-10qiun.html
7.3 Whale poo vital to Southern Ocean health

Whale poo could be the key to promoting plant growth in the Southern Ocean as a rich source of iron and essential for plankton, according to experts. The only problem is, there is not enough.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-08/whale-poo-vital-to-southern-ocean-health/5798118 

7.4 Ocean Rise: Four of every 5 Aussies live near the coast
Australia is by every measure a coastal country: our homes, towns and cities are concentrated on the coast; our major cities are port cities; and our iconic beaches are world-famous tourist destinations. Four in 5 Australians live near the coast and close to a quarter of a million homes are exposed, which means many of us are very vulnerable to the increasing risk from sea level rise and coastal flooding.

This Climate Council Report (Sep 2014) details what sea level rise means for Australians, the costs to the economy and what we need to do to avoid the worst impacts.

http://www.climatecouncil.org.au/coastalflooding 

8 Divestment from fossil fuels

8.1 Government reaction to ANU divestment

Abbott has described the Australian National University’s decision to divest its stocks in fossil fuels as “stupid”.  ... The ANU has acted responsibly because this government will not.

http://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/2014/10/18/i-divest/14135508001131#.VEXRmBbETao 

8.2 Super fund HESTA to limit new investment in coal 

Industry super fund HESTA has announced that it will restrict investments into thermal coal across its whole portfolio as part of a efforts to foster a shift towards a low-carbon economy. The decision by the $29 billion heavyweight marks the first occasion that an established super fund in Australia has curtailed its investments in thermal coal. The new restriction limits HESTA’s new investments in unlisted companies to those that derive no more than 15 per cent of their revenues or net asset value from operations in relation to thermal coal, including exploration, new or expanded production or transportation. The restriction will apply to HESTA’s  entire portfolio, as opposed to just green or responsible investment products ... the decision was motivated by the long-term risk associated with investments in fossil fuels such as coal amidst mounting concern over the impact of global warming.

http://sourceable.net/super-fund-withdraws-from-thermal-coal/ 

8.3 Yale University divestment

As pressure grows from students who want to see their schools use financial clout to address environmental issues, Yale University's investment office wrote to its money managers asking them to assess how investments could affect climate change and suggesting they avoid companies that do not take sensible "steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions."

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/yale-university-fund-takes-aim-at-climate-change-20140909-10e6td.html
8.4 Super fund aims to send fossil fuels to dustbin of history
Former Liberal Party leader John Hewson says he expects a "proliferation" of superannuation funds, like Future Super,  that are free from fossil fuels investments, as the global divestment movement attempts to convince super members to switch into "clean" funds.
http://www.theage.com.au/business/super-fund-aims-to-send-fossil-fuels-to-dustbin-of-history-20140904-10ckp6.html
9 Denial of climate change

9.1 The iron clad logic of conspiracy theories

Most conspiracy theorists base their beliefs on values other than science, and sometimes on fear. They are motivated to believe what they do, and unless those motivations change, it is unlikely they will be swayed by rational argument. ... Their logic is self-sealing, designed to be impermeable to external reasoning. ... Whenever a result is published supporting that the planet is warming and that humans are in part responsible, that result also supports the idea that scientists are once again feathering their collective nests by appealing to fear. Each theory is strengthened, according to its proponents.  - The article also proposes an interesting way of undermining a conspiracy theory.

http://theconversation.com/the-ironclad-logic-of-conspiracy-theories-and-how-to-break-it-31684
9.2 Warmist scare is simply academic: Andrew Bolt 
I didn’t even finish my arts degree, but I still say that the Chief Scientist and two Nobel Prize winners should pull their heads in. If you think arguments on global warming are best settled by credentials, then don’t read another word. I’m an idiot. But if you believe arguments are settled with facts, then wonder what the ABC is up to. On Monday its Q&A, hosted by warmist Tony Jones, presented five scientists who all believed in the warming scare too. Viewers would have concluded that no scientists question that the world is heating dangerously and man is to blame. The sceptical scientists I know personally must just be hoaxers. ... Even the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change last year grudgingly admitted to “the hiatus in global-mean surface warming of the past 15 years”. Yet the ABC still denies the science.

(Herald Sun 18 Sep 2014)
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/opinion/warmist-scare-is-simply-academic/story-fni0ffxg-1227061967513?nk=0a2a37085be79a776b13bf36d7d147da
10 Denial: Dispute over climate records

10.1 Marohasy claims 

THE Bureau of Meteorology has been accused of manipulating historic temperature records to fit a predetermined view of global warming. Researcher Jennifer Marohasy claims the adjusted records resemble “propaganda” rather than science.
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/climate/bureau-of-meteorology-altering-climate-figures/story-e6frg6xf-1227033735740
A web site with several related articles

http://joannenova.com.au/2014/08/the-heat-is-on-bureau-of-meteorology-altering-climate-figures-the-australian/
10.2 An inquiry into the Bureau of meteorology 

Maurice Newman, chair of the Prime Minister’s Business Advisory Council, has called for an independent review of the Bureau of Meteorology’s climate data, following a stream of recent articles in The Australian newspaper attacking the Bureau’s methods. I support his call for an open and public inquiry into the Bureau’s climate data and the techniques that the Bureau’s scientists have used to reduce the influence of changes in instrumentation, exposure, and weather station location on its climate records. I support it because I don’t think the Bureau gets enough opportunities to demonstrate to the public its scientific integrity, hard work, and valuable results.
http://theconversation.com/an-independent-inquiry-into-the-bureau-of-meteorology-bring-it-on-32692
11 Fossil fuels 
11.1 Solar is booming but not as fast as hydrocarbons
In 2013, global coal use increased by 3 percent. But in absolute terms, that small percentage increase amounted to 2 million barrels of oil equivalent per day.

Thus, in one year, global coal use grew by more than three times the contribution now being made by all global solar. Indeed, solar's contribution is downright Lilliputian when compared with coal consumption, which now totals about 77 million barrels of oil equivalent per day, or roughly 128 times the amount of energy being produced by solar. ... the hard reality is that for all of its rapid growth, solar isn't even keeping pace with the growth in the global appetite for hydrocarbons.
http://www.smh.com.au/business/carbon-economy/solar-is-booming-but-not-as-fast-as-hydrocarbons-20140903-10bovq.html
http://www.businessspectator.com.au/article/2014/9/2/policy-politics/dick-warburtons-10-minutes-woe
11.2 Coal and Health

“In addition to the release of greenhouse gases, which are the primary cause of climate change, coal mining and electricity generation emit known toxic and carcinogenic substances into our air, water and land. These emissions include mercury, lead, cadmium, arsenic, nitrogen oxides and inhalable airborne particulates. ... Coal’s human health risks must be properly considered and accounted for in all energy and resources policy and investment decisions.
Joint statement on coal and health by the “Climate and Health Alliance” and the Australian “Climate Council”

http://caha.org.au/caha-and-climate-council-joint-statement-on-coal-and-health/
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/we-must-kill-dirty-coal-before-it-kills-us-20140902-10b8lk.html 

11.3 Coal china

Peak coal demand in China could become a global trend. A 2013 report by analysts at Citi Research in New York says the global boom in coal production could turn to bust, because a Chinese pull-out would leave assets like mines "stranded".

http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn26025-beijings-coal-ban-may-herald-the-end-of-the-fuel.html#.VA5AB2OM3ao 

11.4 Fracking May Be Worse Than Burning Coal

Carbon dioxide - CO2, the molecule produced when we burn fossil fuels—traps heat in the atmosphere, causing much of the climate change we see around us. The reason President Obama likes gas more than coal is because it produces half as much carbon dioxide when you burn it. But CO2 is not the only molecule that [traps heat]. Methane - CH4 is a rarer gas, but it's even more effective at trapping heat. And methane is another word for natural gas. So: When you frack, some of that gas leaks out into the atmosphere. If enough of it leaks out before you can get it to a power plant and burn it, then it's no better, in climate terms, than burning coal. If enough of it leaks, America's substitution of gas for coal is in fact not slowing global warming. ...  a paper published in the journal Climate Change in May 2011 ... concluded that somewhere between 3.6 percent and 7.9 percent of the methane from fracking wells was escaping into the atmosphere as its made its way from underground to end user. Which is a lot. More than enough ... to make fracking worse for climate change than the coal it was replacing. ... There's no easy bridge to a [safe] climate future—no way to avoid angering powerful interests, no way to put off actually building the clean energy we desperately need. It's time to stop searching for a bridge and simply take the leap.

http://www.motherjones.com/environment/2014/09/methane-fracking-obama-climate-change-bill-mckibben
12 Technology 

12.1 Retrofit to zero energy at zero cost

The Netherlands has found a way to refurbish existing buildings to use net zero energy, within a week, with a 30-year builders’ guarantee and no subsidies. With new kitchen and bathroom! ... tenants instead of paying their energy bills, pay a similar amount to the housing corporations that own the houses. With this money, the corporations pay building companies to retrofit the houses, which after renovation have net zero energy costs. The building companies have for this project developed ‘industrialised’ renovation procedures that are highly cost-effective.

http://reneweconomy.com.au/2014/zero-energy-zero-cost-industrialising-building-sector-57293
12.2 Artificial photosynthesis: Energy source & CO2 sink

Artificial photosynthesis could be a way gathering energy from the sun - and tackling climate change as the process uses carbon dioxide. Every human made structure could be covered in solar photosynthesis panels

“Artificial photosynthesis: The ingredients are simple; sunshine, carbon dioxide and water. For at least 2 billion years that recipe has worked for plants. Plants use photosynthesis to convert the Sun's rays into their own energy source. What if we could develop a technology that mimics the chemistry of a leaf and produces clean, abundant fuels directly from sunlight? ... Once these structures are created with this technology, they will have their own locally sourced fuel which is cheap and readily available. But not only that, when the technology is fully developed, each of those units will be capable of taking carbon dioxide either from concentrated areas such as engines or other areas where there is high concentrations of CO2, buildings and so forth, but even just from the atmosphere where it's quite diffuse, and then incorporating that to enrich the soil through mechanisms like using it to create biochar, potentially using it to create starches in the same way that plants do at the moment, which could include buildings making their own paper supply or basic starches that could be incorporated in food, and then incorporating atmospheric nitrogen to make ammonia fertiliser or combining it with the hydrogen to make fuel. ... Around the world researchers are hard at work perfecting the science of Artificial Photosynthesis. At Harvard and other institutions they’ve already had considerable success. The big challenge now is taking the work out of the lab and scaling it up.”

(ABC Radio National “Future Tense”: Click on “transcript” to see a transcript)

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/futuretense/artificial-photosynthesis-e28093-the-future-of-solar3f/5697950
12.3 Japan to Build 60MW in Floating Solar Plants

Japan is planning to build a network of floating solar plants in a bid to facilitate the adoption of renewable energy in the land-scarce archipelago nation. .. ... a pair of gigantic floating solar energy plants which could be operational by as soon as April 2015. ... The first will generate 1.7 megawatts of capacity and the second a capacity of 1.2 megawatts ...  Kyocera already runs a 70-megawatt offshore solar plant in Kagoshima prefecture in the south of Japan, which commenced operation on 1 November 2013.

http://sourceable.net/japan-to-build-60mw-in-floating-solar-plants/
12.4 Fuel cell vehicles - powered by hydrogen

FCVs are 66 per cent efficient at releasing energy from fuel compared with a petrol engine’s 16 per cent efficiency and electric-petrol hybrids — and hydrogen-burning combustion engines — at 32 per cent. They take fuel and air and ... produce a DC current to drive an electric motor. No exhaust emissions aside from water and nitrogen. And no noise. Other attributes include a possible 640km range, tank refuelling in less than five minutes and a range of vehicle sizes and styles. “This technology is ... effectively an electric vehicle with an extended range that we’re used to today with our gasoline engine.” Toyota’s 100kW FCV sedan, costing around $72,000 (before any subsidies), goes on sale in Japan within the next 12 months and in California, Germany and perhaps the UK next year. It should average 88km for one kilo of hydrogen at a mandated price of $9.60 per kilogram.

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/executive-living/motoring/hydrogen-cars-show-clean-green-transport-closer-to-reality/story-fngmee2f-1227069436370
13 Australian politics 

13.1 We need a Victorian Renewable Energy Target

Friends of the Earth campaign

One of our key election asks is for a Victorian renewable energy target (VRET). The Greens have supported this, and the ALP are getting closer. With Abbott moving to gut the national RET, the need for a state target – and state leadership on climate change – is more important than ever. 
We are really getting some traction around the need to re-write the anti wind laws ...  with the state government recently agreeing to the first amendment of the current law. 
http://www.melbourne.foe.org.au/wind_laws 
The longer version of our election asks can be found here: http://www.melbourne.foe.org.au/victorian_state_election2014
13.2 Hazelwood Mine Fire Report

Victoria is one of the most bushfire prone areas in the world. Victoria experiences bushfires every fire season. Many of these bushfires are catastrophic events resulting in the loss of life and property. The Latrobe Valley, like much of Victoria and many parts of Australia, has been greatly affected by bushfire. ... The Latrobe Valley is home to three open cut brown coal mines. Open cut brown coal mines are particularly vulnerable to fire and to fire that spreads quickly and is difficult to extinguish. ... Victoria experienced one of its hottest and driest summers on record in 2014. In mid-January 2014, Melbourne endured its most prolonged heatwave since 1908, with four consecutive days over 40°C. Between 7 and 9 February 2014, emergency services and fire fighting resources were committed to responding to multiple significant fires. ... 

On 9 February 2014,  the entire State of Victoria was facing the most extreme weather conditions since Black Saturday. ... The Hazelwood mine fire that began on 9 February 2014 was the largest and longest burning mine fire that has occurred in the Latrobe Valley to date. The fire was caused by embers spotting into the Hazelwood mine from bushfires burning in close proximity to the mine. The mine fire burned for 45 days. The fire sent smoke and ash over the town of Morwell and surrounding areas for much of that time. ... The Hazelwood mine fire constituted two emergencies: a major complex fire emergency and a serious public health emergency.

http://report.hazelwoodinquiry.vic.gov.au/
13.3 Abbott’s ten hits to the environment

Here’s Tony Abbott's top ten hits to the environment according to the Australian Conservation Foundation ... and sadly it’s all bad news for Australia’s unique nature.
http://www.greenlifestylemag.com.au/news/20179/top-10-eco-blows-abbott%E2%80%99s-first-year
13.4 Australian fossil fuel subsidies undermine wind, solar
Tasmanians living on the Bass Strait islands of King Island and Flinders Island got good news last week – the cost of their electricity will fall in the coming year. According to the state-owned electricity provider Hydro Tasmania, the bills will fall because of an increase in the diesel fuel rebate – a result of the carbon tax repeal put through by the Federal government.

http://reneweconomy.com.au/2014/australian-fossil-fuel-subsidies-undermine-case-for-wind-solar-91935
13.5 Government drops ball on climate change

When Prime Minister Tony Abbott spoke before the General Assembly of the United Nations, he named four dire problems facing the world: the dangers posed by the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), Russia's destabilising influence in eastern Ukraine, the outbreak and spread of the Ebola virus in western Africa and the economic malaise that continues to afflict many countries.  But Mr Abbott did not mention climate change at all.

http://www.theage.com.au/comment/the-age-editorial/government-drops-ball-on-climate-change-20141007-3hhgq.html 

14 Victorian Climate Action Network VCAN

The Victorian Climate Action Network is a communication network linking over 100 community groups.

http://vcan.net.au
Their local action newsletter is worth a look

http://vcan.net.au/2014/09/02/newsletter-early-september-2014/ 

15 About this newsletter

15.1 How to get this monthly newsletter 

To have this newsletter emailed to you monthly, send me an email like:

 “Subscribe: Please send me your climate change newsletter”

15.2 Unsubscribe from this newsletter

To stop getting this newsletter, send me an email like:

 “Unsubscribe: Please stop sending me your climate change newsletter”

15.3 Privacy / Security

I am set up to keep your personal information secure. For example: (1) I do not share your details with others, (2) I pay for effective anti-virus software, and (3) I store the newsletter distribution list apart from my email address book. If you have questions about this, do contact me.

15.4 Origin of the Newsletter 

This newsletter was produced by Peter Gardner until he began campaigning, during the 2013 Federal election, as a “Climate Emergency Independent” for the seat of Gippsland in Victoria.

www.petergardner.info 

15.5 Some of these newsletter are on the web

Some of these newsletters are on the web as pdf files:

http://petergardner.info/resources/
15.6 Compiler of the newsletter 

Andrew Gunner compiled this newsletter

Email: feedbackreigns at gmail dot com 

www.feedbackreigns.net 

